plications in prospect.
The publication by Ploton et all of a simple staining method enabled relatively easy demonstration of the argyrophilic proteins associated with NORs in interphase nuclei in sections of routinely processed, formalin fixed tissue. This was followed by numerous reports of the AgNOR status of a variety of lesions, notably those in which the distinction between benign and malignant tumours or between different prognostic groups was difficult using ordinary histological criteria. 4 Before dealing with the fundamental question about whether the numbers of interphase AgNOR dots reflect ploidy or proliferation, it must be emphasised that the numbers of discernible (and therefore countable) dots depend on at least five variables: * the actual number of NOR sites in the nucleus; * the level of rRNA transcriptional activity; * the degree NOR dispersion within the nucleus; * the spatial resolution of the optical system (microscope coupled to either image analyser or human observer); * control of the AgNOR staining technique.
In 
